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Major grants were received from the Charles and Ann Johnson Foundation (first time 
donors), the Turrell Fund, the Canaday Family Foundation, the Altman Fund, the Alma 
Gibbs Donchian Foundation, the Emily Hall Tremaine Foundation, and the A.D. 
Henderson Foundation. 

 
The Jeff Stone Memorial Tennis Tournament raised an amazing $42,000 for the Stern 

Center in its last year as a fundraiser.  Next year, we will commemorate the 
Tournament’s 25th year with a final tournament and celebration in honor of Jeff’s life 
and legacy. 

 
Marketing efforts also intensified during FY08.  We were pleased to add Kate Stein to the team 
as Marketing Coordinator and Tom Pierce as Marketing Consultant.  We also welcomed Nini 
Anger, who offers assistance to both Marketing and Development.  Together with management, 
the team enhanced our marketing plan, particularly for the Upper Valley, bringing BUILDING 
BLOCKS® to scale, and attracting evaluations beyond Vermont.  We began a major initiative 
to redesign our website so that it intersects with our brand and facilitates our positioning as a 
national literacy leader.  Print and radio campaigns intensified and featured testimonies from 
former Olympians whose child benefited from Stern Center services.  We have assembled an 
external team of contributors to assist with the design of our graphics and website.  Major 
emphasis has been placed upon both regional and national exposure. 
 
Celebrating the Stern Center’s 25th anniversary at our 
Grosse Pointe Gala on September 13 concluded FY08 in 
the grandest fashion.  It was a night deserving of the Stern 
Center’s remarkable journey on behalf of all kinds of 
learners.  The love and dedication to our mission, which 
resonated throughout the evening, were palpable.   “Thank 
you” feels inadequate as an expression of appreciation to 
the thousands of students, educators, staff, friends, Board 
members, and donors who have brought us to this day.  
Just know that each and every one of you has made a 
difference and saved learners’ lives, and I am ever 
grateful.  Onward to 2033! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blanche Podhajski, Ph.D. 
President 

Bernice Stern and Blanche Podhajski at the  
Stern Center’s 25th Anniversary Gala 



 6 

FY08 Stern Center Revenue Sources 
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Stern Center Board of  Directors 
Barbara Riva Coates  
Stern Center Friend  
Shelburne, Vermont 
 

Robert W. Crews  
Senior Vice President - Principal  
Hickok and Boardman Group Benefits  
Burlington, Vermont  
 

Nancy DiVenere  
President, Parent to Parent USA  
Essex, Vermont 
 

Lewis R. First, M.D.  
Professor and Chair, Department of Pediatrics 
University of Vermont  
Burlington, Vermont  
 

Milton Frye  
Retired Principal and Educator  
Norwich, Vermont 
 

Cynthia K. Hoehl  
Stern Center Friend  
Ferrisburgh, Vermont 
 

John M. Hoehl  
Real Estate Rehabilitator  
Main Street Property Services, Inc.  
South Burlington, Vermont   

Elaine M. Ittleman, B.S.N.  
Nurse  
Charlotte, Vermont  
 

G. Reid Lyon, Ph.D.  
President and CEO  
Synergistic Education Solutions  
Dallas, Texas  
 

George F. Neiley III  
President  
L.P.A. Designs  
Charlotte, Vermont  
 

Judith K. Newman, Ed.D.  
Director of Curriculum  
Chittenden South Supervisory Union  
Montpelier, Vermont 
 

Caroline H. Patten  
Stern Center Friend  
Stowe, Vermont  
 

Sean Plasse  
Owner  
Plasse Contracting  
Burlington, Vermont   

Blanche Podhajski, Ph.D.  
President  
Stern Center for Language and Learning  
Waterbury, Vermont 
 

Eugene E. Richards III  
Chief Executive Officer  
Spruce Mortgage Company  
Burlington, Vermont  
 

Deborah S. Schapiro  
Publisher,  
Edible Green Mountains  
South Burlington, Vermont 
 

Kate Robinson Schubart  
Public Radio Producer  
Hinesburg, Vermont  
 

Judith S. Shaw, R.N., M.P.H., Ed.D. 
Director of VCHIP,  
Research Associate Professor of Pediatrics  
University of Vermont  
South Burlington, Vermont 
 

Dolores T. Smith  
Stern Center Friend  
Williston, Vermont  
 

Carol Stone  
Real Estate Broker  
Lang McLaughry Spera  
South Burlington, Vermont 
 

Steve Waltien  
Vice President and Resident Manager  
Merrill Lynch  
Burlington, Vermont  
 

Elizabeth G. Woods  
Executive Volunteer  
Shelburne, Vermont  
 

Board Member Emeritus  
Herbert L. Martin, M.D.  
Neurologist, Retired  
Fletcher Allen Health Care  
Burlington, Vermont 
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Bernice Stern, Chair 

Eugene Cenci  

Governor Howard Dean, M.D.  

Governor James H. Douglas  

Sarah Gray Gund  

Senator James Jeffords  

Governor Madeleine Kunin  

Senator Patrick Leahy  

Charles M. Poser, M.D.  

Ann L. Smallwood  

Senator Barbara Snelling  

Peter Stern, M.D.  

David Stifler, M.D.  

Barry Stone  

Rabbi Max Wall  

Elizabeth Wallman  

Bernard Zais 

Honorary Board of  Directors 
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Stern Center Staff 

Blanche R. Podhajski, Ph.D. President 
Teresa J. Adone, M.A. Executive Assistant to the President 
Sara M. Altieri, B.A. Graphic Designer 
Christena Anger, B.A. Development and Marketing Assistant 
Robin J. Bertrand Development Coordinator 
Ellen J. Bessette AP/AR Assistant 
Lyndsy W. Blais, M.Ed. Educational Diagnostician 
Sandra B. Boyer, M.Ed. Instructional Professional 
Alicia C. Burris, B.S. Instructional Professional 
Brenda S. Buzzell, B.S. BUILDING BLOCKS® Coordinator 
Lucas J. Cady, M.A. Instructional Professional 
Laurie C. Caswell-Burke, M.Ed. Development Officer 
Gillian Anne Conant, B.S. Instructional Intake Coordinator 
Sarah J. Conant, M.S., SLP Program Director 
John W. Connell, M.B.A. Chief Financial Officer 
Mary Cotton, M.S. Instructional Professional 
Linda J. Curtis, M.S. Instructional Professional 
Greta S. D'Agostino, B.A. Evaluation Intake Coordinator 
Jacqueline Earle-Cruickshanks, M.A., M.S. Senior Language Specialist 
Nancy Clements Edgerton, M.A., CCC-SLP Enrichment Center Curriculum Coordinator 
Julia Erdelyi, M.A. Instructional Professional 
Robert J. Finnegan, M.S.A. Human Resources Manager 
Barbara W. Forsyth, A.A. Accounts Manager 
Martha Fraser Receptionist 
Lois Fuller, M.S. Professional Development Coordinator 
Patricia D. Greene, B.A. Instructional Professional 
Barbara Greenwald, M.Ed., C.A.S. Instructional Professional 
Mary E. F. Guarino, B.A. Instructional Professional 
Elaine Hazelett, M.Ed. Instructional Professional 
Frances E. Ingram, M.A., N.C.S.P.  Educational Diagnostician 
Juliet S. King, Ed.M. Professional Development Provider 
Nancy J. Labounty, LPN Receptionist 
Sharon G. Leach, Ph.D. Educational Diagnostician 
Kathleen P. McMullan, B.A. Professional Development Provider 
Diane H. Meyer, Ph.D. Grant Writer 
Amanda Moore, Psy.D. Educational Diagnostician 
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Barbara B. Moore, B.S. Research Associate 
Jane Nathan, Ph.D. Research Director 
Linnea G. Oosterman, B.A. Professional Development Intake Coordinator 
Kevin T. Paskiet, M.S. IT Coordinator 
Elisabeth S. Pasquini, Ph.D. Educational Diagnostician 
Thomas A. Pasquini, Ph.D. Instructional Professional 
Ellen M. Rogers, M.Ed. Coordinator of Instruction - WRJ 
Colleen C. Schuster, M.Ed. Instructional Professional 
Neil S. Shapiro, B.A. Instructional Professional 
Ann M. Sharfstein, M.Ed. Instructional Professional 
Christopher Shaw, M.A. Instructional Professional 
Jeanne H. Smith, M.Ed. Instructional Professional 
Kate Stein, B.Mu.Ed. Marketing Coordinator 
Casey T. Stevens, M.A., C.A.S. Educational Diagnostician 
David J. Szabo, M.Ed. Instructional Professional 
Michelle L. Szabo, M.S. Ed. Coordinator of Instruction - Williston 
Anne Thursby, M.A. Instructional Professional 
Andrea S. Todd, B.A. Instructional Professional 
Elizabeth S. Towle, M.Div Instructional Professional 
Linda Tyer, M.S. Instructional Professional 
Lori G. Van Allen, M.S., N.C.S.P. Educational Diagnostician 
Stefanie Mitchell Waite, M.Ed. Educational Diagnostician 
Edward R. Wilkens, Ed.D. Development Director 
Coreen Woodbury, M.S., CCC-SLP Instructional Professional 
Angela Yartz, M.A., N.C.S.P. Coordinator of Evaluations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photos by Michael GW Stein 

Stern Center Staff  continued 




